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Groton-Dunstable Regional School District RE: Groton-Dunstable Regional High School
703 Chicopee Row 703 Chicopee Row
Groton, MA 01450 Groton

Ichesson@gdrsd.org

Attention: Dr. Laura Chesson, Superintendent Release Tracking #2-0021961
Enforcement Document No.: 00014848

NOTICE OF RESPONSIBILITY
INTERIM DEADLINES
M.G.L. c. 21E, 40.0000

Dear Dr. Chesson,

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Waste Site
Cleanup (MassDEP) has information that you (as used in this notice, “you” refers to Groton-
Dunstable Regional School District) are the owner of the property located at 703 Chicopee Row
in Groton, Massachusetts (the Site). MassDEP has identified this property, or portions thereof,
as a disposal site which requires a response action. MassDEP has reason to believe that a release
of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) occurred at the Site though the application of fire-
retardant foam in response to a fire. This release has resulted in a Condition of Substantial
Release Migration (SRM) and a potential Imminent Hazard to human health, as described below.
MassDEP has assigned Release Tracking Number (RTN) 2-0021961 to this disposal site.

The cleanup of disposal sites is governed by the Massachusetts Oil and Hazardous
Material Release Prevention and Response Act, M.G.L. c. 21E and the Massachusetts
Contingency Plan, (the MCP), 310 CMR 40.0000. The purpose of this notice is to inform you
that MassDEP, based on the available information, considers you a party with potential liability
for response action costs and damages under M.G.L. c¢. 21E, §5 for this disposal site. This
liability is "strict" meaning it is not based on fault, but solely on your status as owner of the Site.
It is also joint and several, meaning that each person who falls within one of the categories in §5
may be held liable for all response action costs incurred at the disposal site, regardless of the
existence of any other liable parties.

This information is available in alternate format. Please contact Melixza Esenyie at 617-626-1282.
TTY# MassRelay Service 1-800-439-2370
MassDEP Website: www.mass.gov/dep

Printed on Recycled Paper
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MassDEP has determined that there are two (2) potentially responsible parties with
respect to this release: 1) C.R. Klewin Northeast, LLC as the party that caused or is legally
responsible for the release of PFAS at the Site, pursuant to M.G.L. c. 21E § 5(a)(5), and 2) Groton-
Dunstable Regional School District as the owner of the Site. The Department requests that the two
(2) parties determine amongst themselves how to allocate responsibility for the necessary
response actions at the site.

MassDEP wishes to ensure that you are aware of your rights and responsibilities under
the M.G.L. c. 21E, and the MCP. This notice and the attached summary are intended to provide
you with information about liability under Chapter 21E to assist you in deciding what actions to
take in response to the conditions that are present at this disposal site.

You should be aware that you might have claims against third parties for damages,
including claims for contribution or reimbursement for the costs of cleanup. Such claims do not
exist indefinitely but are governed by laws that establish the time allowed for bringing litigation.
MassDEP encourages you to take any action necessary to protect any such claims you may have
against third parties.

SITE INFORMATION

MassDEP has established a Reportable Concentration for groundwater category GW-1
(RCGW-1) of 20 nanograms/liter (ng/L) for the sum of 6 PFAS compounds (PFAS6):
perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS), perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), perfluoroheptanoic acid
(PFHpA), perfluorodecanoic acid (PFDA), perfluorohexanesulfonic acid (PFHxS), and
perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA). Category GW-1 includes groundwater within a current or
potential drinking water source area. A release to the groundwater that results in a detectable
concentration of Site contaminants in a public water supply well or private drinking water well is
considered a Condition of Substantial Release Migration (SRM) and critical exposure pathway
(CEP) for any private drinking water well servicing a pre-school, daycare, or occupied residential
dwelling, requiring notification and implementation of an Immediate Response Action (IRA).

According to the August 14, 2003, Response Action Outcome submitted by C.R. Klewin
Northeast, LLC for RTN 2-0014807, the Groton Fire Department responded to the Site on June
17, 2003 after materials that were being utilized in the construction of a running track at the
Groton-Dunstable Regional High School had caught fire. Aqueous film forming firefighting foam
was reportedly used to extinguish the fire.

Laboratory analysis of a drinking water sample collected on March 1, 2022 from the public
water supply (PWS) well that serves the Groton-Dunstable Regional High School located at 703
Chicopee Row in Groton, (PWS ID# 2115010-01G) reported a PFAS6 concentration of 490 ng/L.
The reported location of the June 17, 2003 fire associated with RTN 2-0014807 was approximately
800 feet from PWS ID# 2115010-01G.

In an effort to identify and mitigate exposure, MassDEP contractors collected drinking
water samples from 15 residential private drinking water wells located on Kemp Street and Groton
Street, Dunstable for PFAS analysis. PFAS6 was detected at concentrations up to 123 ng/L in the
private drinking water wells sampled by MassDEP. The results are tabulated below in Figure 1.0.
Of the fifteen samples that have been analyzed to date, three contained PFAS6 at concentrations
above the RCGW-1 of 20 ng/L.
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Figure 1.0 - MassDEP Private Well Sampling Results

Address Sum of PFAS6 (ng/L)
232 Kemp Street Below Reporting Limit
235 Kemp Street Below Reporting Limit
252 Kemp Street 37

259 Kemp Street 4.2

271 Kemp Street Below Reporting Limit
273 Kemp Street Below Reporting Limit
274 Kemp Street 123

285 Kemp Street Below Reporting Limit
286 Kemp Street 45

290 Kemp Street 5.9

655 Groton Street 2.1

670 Groton Street 9.7

690 Groton Street 43

700 Groton Street Below Reporting Limit
710 Groton Street Below Reporting Limit

Page 3

The detection of PFAS6 in private wells at concentrations above 90 ng/L is considered by
MassDEP to pose an Imminent Hazard to public health. MassDEP installed and currently
maintains a point-of-entry treatment (POET) system at 274 Kemp Street in June 2022 to address
the Imminent Hazard condition related to this release.

Based on the available information, MassDEP has determined that a release of PFAS has
come to be located at your property at 703 Chicopee Row, Groton. Pursuant to 310 CMR
40.0313(4), releases to the groundwater that have been detected in a public or private water supply
well is a condition of SRM that requires notification to MassDEP within 72 hours of knowledge
and the performance of an IRA. Detections of contaminants, at any concentration, in a well serving
an occupied residence, pre-school, school, or daycare are considered CEPs requiring an IRA to
eliminate, prevent or mitigate the exposure, pursuant to 310 CMR 40.0414. Pursuant to 310 CMR
40.0311(7), releases that pose or could pose and Imminent Hazard are required to notify MassDEP
within 2 hours of obtaining knowledge of the condition, and performance of an IRA. MassDEP
met with you on January 31, 2023 to discuss these conditions, and this date will be used by
MassDEP to establish your Interim Deadlines for response actions for this Site.

NECESSARY RESPONSE ACTIONS AND APPLICABLE DEADLINES

Pursuant to 310 CMR 40.0420. vou are required to perform the following actions:

On or before April 1, 2023, you are required to submit to MassDEP a completed Release
Notification Form (BWSC-103) and a written IRA Plan, prepared in accordance with 310
CMR 40.0424 and subject to MassDEP approval. This deadline is an Interim Deadline as
defined by 310 CMR 40.0167. Your IRA Plan must include:

e [terative identification and sampling of all public or private drinking water wells
located:
a. within 500 feet of any drinking water well where PFASG6 is detected; and/or
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b. within 500 feet of any groundwater monitoring well where PFAS6 is detected at
concentrations equal to or greater than 20 ng/L.
c. within 500 feet of irrigated areas of the Site.

e Immediate provision of bottled water or treatment to prevent, eliminate, and/or mitigate
any measurable detection of PFAS in any private well serving a pre-school, school,
occupied residence, or daycare, considered a CEP, as required by 310 CMR 40.0414.
The provision of bottled water must continue until a POET is installed and
demonstrated to be effective at the removal of PFAS6 in the effluent to below the
detectable concentration or the IRA is considered complete.

e Immediately make arrangements to install a POET for any private drinking water well
with concentrations of PFAS6 at or above 20 ng/L.

e Provisions for the continued operation, maintenance, and monitoring of installed
POETs, including a monitoring schedule.

e Measures to address CEPs must be implemented immediately upon obtaining
knowledge of such CEPs. In addition, the IRA Plan must include measures and a
schedule to address any future PFAS detections at other private or public water supply
wells that are not considered CEPs, but are considered a condition of SRM (e.g.
commercial private wells). Such measures can include, but are not limited to, provision
of bottled water or installation of treatment systems.

e A schedule to monitor public and private drinking water wells with Site-related PFAS6
concentrations below 20 ng/L.

e Specific plans including a defined schedule to assess soil, surface water and
groundwater at the Site and implement response actions necessary to control the source
and control contaminant migration from the Site.

No disposal site will be deemed to have had all the necessary and required response actions
taken for it unless and until all substantial hazards presented by the release and/or threat of release
have been eliminated and a level of no significant risk exists or has been achieved in compliance with
M.G.L. c. 21E and the MCP. The MCP requires persons undertaking response actions at a disposal
site to submit to MassDEP a Permanent Solution Statement prepared by a Licensed Site Professional
upon determining that a level of no significant risk exists or has been achieved at the disposal site.

Unless otherwise provided by MassDEP, responsible parties have one year from the initial
date notice of a release or threat of release is provided to MassDEP pursuant to 310 CMR 40.0300
or from the date MassDEP issues a Notice of Responsibility, whichever occurs earlier, to file with
MassDEP one of the following submittals: (1) a completed Tier Classification Submittal; or (2) a
Permanent Solution Statement; or if applicable, (3) a Downgradient Property Status Submittal.
The deadline for these submittals for this disposal site is January 31, 2024, pursuant to 310
CMR 40.0501(2)(b). This deadline is an Interim Deadline, as defined by 310 CMR 40.0167.

The MCP requires responsible parties and any other person undertaking response actions
to perform Immediate Response Actions in response to sudden releases, Imminent Hazards and
Conditions of Substantial Release Migration. Such persons must continue to evaluate the need for
Immediate Response Actions and notify MassDEP immediately if such a need exists.
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PROCEDURES TO FOLLOW TO UNDERTAKE RESPONSE ACTIONS

MassDEP encourages parties having liability under M.G.L. c. 21E to take prompt action in
response to releases and threats of release of oil and hazardous materials. By taking prompt action,
liable parties may significantly lower cleanup costs and avoid the imposition of, or reduce the
amount of, certain permit and/or annual compliance assurance fees payable under 310 CMR 4.00.
You are encouraged to confer with other potentially responsible parties identified for this disposal
site to share information and allocate your responsibilities.

You must continue to employ or engage a Licensed Site Professional (LSP) to manage,
supervise or perform all response actions that you intend to undertake at this disposal site. You
may obtain a list of the names and addresses of LSPs by visiting
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/Isp, by contacting the Board of Registration of Hazardous
Waste Site Cleanup Professionals by telephone at (617) 556-1091, or in person or by mail at 100
Cambridge Street, 9th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02114.

All submittals for this Disposal Site that require an LSP Opinion must be submitted through
eDEP, MassDEP’s electronic document and form submittal repository. For more information on
electronic  submittal of forms and reports, please visit MassDEP’s website,
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/service/online/edep-online-filing.html.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please Timothy Maus of
MassDEP's Central Regional Office by email at timothy.maus@mass.gov or phone at 857-360-

1977.
Sicerely, /
;M.

Kevin Daoust

Section Chief

Site Management and Compliance Assistance
Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup

KD\PDV\twm

Enclosures.:  Summary of Liability Under Chapter 21E, Summary of Fees, Communications
Document

eCc:  Bernard Hayes, OGC
Mary Jude Pigsley, Regional Director, MassDEP-CERO
Elizabeth Callahan, Acting Assistant Commissioner, MassDEP-Boston
Marielle Stone, Deputy Regional Director BWR, MassDEP-CERO
Mark Baldi, Deputy Regional Director, BWSC, MassDEP-CERO
Groton Town Manager; townmanager(@grotonma.gov
Dunstable Town Administrator; jsilva@dunstable-ma.gov
Groton Board of Health; health@grotonma.gov
Dunstable Board of Health; jferrari@dunstable-ma.gov
Nashoba Associated Boards of Health; jgarreffi@nashoba.org
Mark Wagner, LSP; Tighe & Bond, Inc.; MGWagner@tighebond.com
Database Entry [ NOR/ISSUED C&E/INTLET ]
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SUMMARY OF LIABILITY UNDER CHAPTER 21E

As stated in the Notice of Responsibility accompanying this summary, MassDEP has reason to believe that you are a Potentially
Responsible Party ("PRP") with potential liability under M.G.L. c. 21E, section 5, for response action costs and damages to natural resources
caused by the release and/or threat of release. MassDEP has identified you as a PRP because it believes you fall within one or more of the
following categories of persons made potentially liable by subsection 5(a):

e any current owner or operator of a site from or at which there is or has been a release or threat of release of oil and/or hazardous
material,

e any person who owned or operated a site at the time hazardous material was stored or disposed of;

e any person who arranged for the transport, disposal, storage or treatment of hazardous material to or at a site;

e any person who transported hazardous material to a transport, disposal, storage or treatment site from which there is or has been a
release or threat of release of such material; and

e any person who otherwise caused or is legally responsible for a release or threat of release of oil or hazardous material at a site.

For purposes of the MCP, you are considered a Responsible Party ("RP") with actual liability under Chapter 21E if you fall within one of
these categories unless you (1) are entitled to a defense under section 5 or other applicable law, and (2) have reasonably incurred cleanup
costs in an amount equal to or greater than any applicable cap on liability under subsection 5(d).

This liability is "strict," meaning it is not based on fault, but solely on your status as an owner, operator, generator, transporter or disposer.
It is also joint and several, meaning that each person who falls within one of these categories may be held liable for all response action
costs incurred at the site, regardless of the existence of any other liable parties.

Section 5 provides a few narrowly drawn defenses to liability, including a defense for releases and damages caused by an act of God, an
act of war or an act by a third party other than an employee, agent or person with whom the party has a contractual relationship (see
subsection 5(c)); a defense for certain owners of residential property at which the owner maintains a permanent residence (see subsection
5(h)); and a defense for certain public utilities and agencies of the Commonwealth which own a right-of-way that is a site (see subsection

3G))-

You may voluntarily undertake response actions under the MCP without having your liability under Chapter 21E formally adjudicated by
MassDEP. If you do not take the necessary response actions, or fail to perform them in an appropriate and timely manner, MassDEP is
authorized by Chapter 21E to perform the necessary work.

By taking the necessary response actions, you can avoid liability for response action costs incurred by MassDEP in performing these
actions. If you are an RP and you fail to perform necessary response actions at the site, you may be held liable for up to three (3)
times all response action costs incurred by MassDEP and sanctions may be imposed on you for failure to perform response actions
required by the MCP.

Response action costs include, without limitation, the cost of direct hours spent by Department employees arranging for response actions or
overseeing work performed by persons other than MassDEP or its contractors, expenses incurred by MassDEP in support of those direct
hours, and payments to MassDEP's contractors (for more detail on cost liability, see 310 CMR 40.1200: Cost Recovery). MassDEP may
also assess interest on costs incurred at the rate of twelve percent (12%), compounded annually.

Any liability to the Commonwealth under Chapter 21E constitutes a debt to the Commonwealth. To secure payment of this debt,
MassDEP may place liens on all of your property in the Commonwealth under M.G.L. c. 21E, section 13. To recover this debt, the
Commonwealth may foreclose on these liens or the Attorney General may bring legal action against you.

In addition to your potential liability for response action costs and damages to natural resources caused by the release, civil and criminal
liability may also be imposed by a court of competent jurisdiction under M.G.L. c. 21E, section 11, and civil administrative penalties may
be assessed by MassDEP under M.G.L. c. 21A, section 16, for each violation of Chapter 21E, the MCP or any order, permit or approval
issued thereunder.

If you are an RP and you have reason to believe that your performance of the necessary response actions is beyond your technical,
financial or legal ability, you should promptly notify MassDEP in writing of your inability in accordance with Chapter 21E,
subsection 5(e), and 310 CMR 40.0172. If you assert and demonstrate in compliance therewith that performing or paying for such
response action is beyond your ability, subsection 5(e) provides you with a limited defense to an action by the Commonwealth for
recovery of two to three times MassDEP's response action costs and 310 CMR 40.0172 provides you with a limited defense to
MassDEP's assessment of civil administrative penalties.
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Communication for Non-English-Speaking Parties
This document is important and should be translated immediately.

If you need this document translated, please contact MassDEP's Diversity Director
at the telephone number listed below.

Espafiol Spanish

Este documento es importante y debe ser traducido
de inmediato. Si necesita este documento
traducido, comuniquese con la Directora de
Diversidad de MassDEP al numero de teléfono que
aparece mas abajo.

Portugués Portuguese
Este é um documento importante e deve ser

traduzido imediatamente. Se precisar de uma
traducao deste documento, entre em contato com o
Diretor de Diversidade da MassDEP nos numeros
de telefone listados abaixo.

FHEPIZ Chinese Traditional
AXHFREE - BUMDE - NROBEDBED

X - B NEYEMNERIRIER A MassDEP %7t

EEEA -

i3 Chinese Simplified

AAFER EE, NAZRIEIRE. R BRI
A, TR R A HE S S 5 MassDEP £ 7t
(EEXERIF

Ayisyen Kreyol Haitian Creole
Dokiman sa-a se yon bagay enpotan epi yo ta
dwe tradwi | imedyatman. Si ou bezwen dokimar
sa a tradwi, tanpri kontakte Direkte Divesite
MassDEP la nan nimewo telefon endike anba.

Viét Viethamese

Tai liéu nay rat quan trong va can duoc dich
ngay lap tirc. Néu quy vi can dich tai liéu nay,
xin lién lac v&i Giam déc Pa dang cta
MassDEP theo cac sb dién thoai ghi dwoi day.

juisargtn Khmer/Cambodian
QAFRNNS AN STt SUSTU
MUY (U SIOHAEIMIBRSUMTU
NAFNIS:

UM SHYM WML

MassDEP fuitlue gl

INMONEPYIUN
D e HiMYY

Kriolu Kabuverdianu Cape Verdean
Kel dukumentu li é inpurtantiy debe ser
traduzidu imidiatamenti. Se bu meste di kel
dukumentu traduzidu, pur favor kontakta
Diretor di Diversidadi di MassDEP na numeru

abaxu indikadu.

Contact Glynis L. Bugg, Acting Diversity Director/Civil Rights 857-262-0606
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

100 Cambridge Street 9" Floor Boston, MA 02114
TTY# MassRelay Service 1-800-439-2370 « https://www.mass.gov/environmental-justice

(Version revised 1.5.2023) 310 CMR 1.03(5)(a)
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Pycckum

OT0 BaXkHbI AOKYMEHT, N OH AOIMKEH ObITb
besoTnaratenbHoO nepeseneH. Ecnun Bam HyxxeH nepeBoa
OAHHOro JOKYMEHTa, noxanymncra, CBSXUTECh C
OMPEKTOPOM No Bonpocam MHoroobpasus (Diversity
Director) komnaHmm MassDEP no ykazaHHOMY Huxe
TenedoHy.
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Francais

Ce document est important et devrait étre traduit
immédiatement. Si vous avez besoin de ce
document traduit, veuillez communiquer avec le
directeur de la diversité MassDEP aux numeéros
de téléphone indiqués ci-dessous.

Contact

Deutsch
Dieses Dokument ist wichtig und sollte sofort

Ubersetzt werden. Sofern Sie eine Ubersetzung
dieses Dokuments bendtigen, wenden Sie sich
bitte an den Diversity Director MassDEP unter
der unten aufgefuhrten Telefonnummer.

EAANVIKA

To TTapdv £yypago cival onuavTikd Kal Ba TTPETTE
VO JETAQPPAOTEI APNEOTWG. AV XPEIACEOTE
METAQPAON TOU TTAPOVTOG £YYPAPOU,
TTAPAKAAOUME ETTIKOIVWVAOTE JUE TOV AIEUBUVTH
AlagopeTikOTNTAG TOU MassDEP oToug apiBuoug
TNAEQWVOU TTOU avaypd@ovTal TTOPaKATwW.

Italiano
Comunicazione per parti che non parlano

inglese. Questo documento e importante e
dovrebbe essere tradotto immediatamente. Se
avete bisogno di questo documento tradotto,
potete contattare il Direttore di Diversita di
MassDEP al numero di telefono elencato di
seguito.

Jezyk Polski
Dokument ten jest wazny i powinien zostac

natychmiast przettumaczony. Jesli potrzebujesz
przettumaczonej wersji dokumentu, prosimy o
kontakt z dyrektorem ds. réznorodnosci
MassDEP pod jednym z numerow telefonu
wymienionych ponize;j.

Tg SXITaS He@qUl § IR SUHT qRd SaTg foea
ST A8, Al 3MTUD! 39 GEITAS BT 3dIG B
@I SMAIH A &, a1 HUAT -1 Gdx eI

AR R AW SRaRic! & MoRd ¥ WU He.

857-262-0606

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

100 Cambridge Street 9" Floor Boston, MA 02114
TTY# MassRelay Service 1-800-439-2370 « https://www.mass.gov/environmental-justice
(Version revised 1.5.2023) 310 CMR 1.03(5)(a)
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Please Be Aware of MassDEP Fees

Unless response actions at this site are completed within one year of the release natification date, you will be
billed an Annual Compliance Assurance Fee by MassDEP for each year thereafter up to and including the
year in which a Permanent Solution is achieved and filed for this disposal site. Annual Compliance Assurance
Fees cover a portion of MassDEP's costs for ensuring compliance of response actions with the
Massachusetts Contingency Plan. Annual Compliance Assurance Fees are issued pursuant to M.G.L. chapter
21E Section 3B and 310 CMR 4.00, the Timely Action Schedule and Fee Provisions. Fee categories and
rates are summarized as shown below. Fees invoiced by MassDEP are considered a debt to the
Commonwealth. Unpaid fee invoices are typically referred for collection action. Contact your Licensed Site
Professional to discuss what is necessary to complete the response actions required for this site as quickly as
possible. For more information on the Annual Compliance Assurance Fees that apply in your case, see the
“‘Fees and Payments” entry at https://www.mass.gov/lists/site-cleanup-fact-sheets or contact your Licensed
Site Professional or the MassDEP Fee inquiry line at (617) 292-5545.

A thorough & timely cleanup will result in fewer MassDEP Fees.

SUMMARY OF MassDEP ANNUAL COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE FEES

Timing of Submittal (for One-Time fees) Fee Rate

Fee Category Within 120 days of | After 120 days and prior After Tier

L e . e e . Non-Homeowner Homeowner?
initial notification to Tier Classification Classification

Permanent Solution - Permanent Solution Fee See Note* $1,470 $735

One-Time | RAM Plan RAM Fee RAM Fee $980 $490

Fees' DPS DPS Fee DPS Fee $1,965 51,965

Notice of AUL AUL Fee AUL Fee $2,000 $1,000

Tier ID $4,915 $2,455

Regular Tier | $4,320 $1,225

Annual Tier Il $2,455 $1,225

2
Temporary Solution 4.
g Soluti $980 $490

Phase V $980 $490

Notes: 1.0One-Time Fees must be paid when submittal is made. BWSC 12-5-2018
2. Regular Annual Fees are billed by MassDEP after Tier Classification; Fee Category is based on Status of site on each Annual Status Date.
3: Completed Homeowner Certification Form BWSC120 is required to qualify for lower Homeowner fee rates.
4: One-Time Permanent Solution Fee also applies if site is Tier ID and submittal is made within first 90 days after initial Status Date.
5: One-Time AUL Fee is applicable for a Notice of AUL filed prior to or concurrent with a Permanent Solution.



https://www.mass.gov/lists/site-cleanup-fact-sheets

	2-0021961 - Groton - NOR2 03-02-2023
	NOR Attachment
	Communications Document-1-9-23
	Pages from NOR Attachment


